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ELEGANT POETRY. 
Aw ODE, sy JONATHAN M. SEWALL, Ese. 


Tane—* In a mouldering cave,” &c. 


In the regions of blifs, where the majefty reigns, 
Ten thoufand bright feraphims fhone ; 
Wing’d for flight they all ftand, harps of gold in each 
_ hand, 
When a voice iffued mild from the throne. 





«Ye powers and dominions! bright guardians of 
realms ! | 

“ Whofe {way Europe’s fon’s have rever’d ; 

‘«‘ Eaftern monarchs no more, your aid fhall implore, 
“ To the weft all your cares be transfer’d. 

s‘ That vine which from Egypt to Cana’n I brought, 
“ With an outftretch’d, omnipotent arm ; 

“© In America’s foil, from Brittairia’s bleak ifle, 
«¢ Shall flourifh and brave every ftorm. 

«¢ In vain perfecution her wheel fhall prepare, 
«¢ The tyrant his fcourge lift on high ; 

«‘ The wheel fhall be broke, the fcourge and the yoke, 
“«¢ All fhatter’d in pieces fhall lie. 

«¢ T’ accomplifh my pleafure, a Hero Pill raife 
«¢ Unrival’d in council and might ; 

«« Like the prophet of old, wife, patient, and bold, 


“ Refiftlefs as Jofhua in fight ! 
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‘¢ See the plains of Columbia with banners o’erfpread ! 
“ Hark ! the roar of the battle’s begun, 

« Like a fon of the fkies when proud rebel’s arife, 
*¢ He drives the dire hurricane on ! 

‘‘ Him terrors, war, treafons, nor dangers fhall daunt, 
« Till his country from bondage reftor’d, 

“‘ Independent and free, all her greatnefs fhall fee, 
«< Due alone to his conquering fword. 

“ ‘When the thunder is o’er and fair peace fpreads her 

wing, 

“ The chief {till refulgent fhall beam, 

“‘ Prefiding at helm, framing laws for the realm, 
‘* In peace, as in war, ftill fupreme ! 

«Then the bright golden age fhall triumphant return, 
«¢ Millenium’s new paradife bloom ; 

« While from earth’s diftant end, their high ftate to 

attend, 

«¢ All nations, with tranfport fhall come. 

«Hail, America, hail ! the glory of Iands ! 
‘¢ To thee thofe high honors are given, 

«¢ Thy ftars ftill fhall blaze till the moon veil her rays, 
s¢ And the fun lofe his path-way in Heav’n !” 








SKETCH, No. II. 

Wuen we know the motive to action, we may eafily 
fuperinduce the kind of habit, that fhall form the bafis 
of virtuous conduét. A deficiency of proper fubjeéts 
on which the ative principle may operate, will leave it 
to be {pent on things which have a tendency to vitiate 
and corrupt the manners. One great object of educa- 
tion, therefore, fhould be to furnifh the mind with the 








4 














enn ay we 


ttle eee 











THE TOILET. 51 


principles of various {ciences, and thus open a multitude 
of avenues, whofe agreeable diverfity, may always keep 
alive the fpirit of inquiry, and offer refources of amufe- 
ment and inftruction at every ftep we take. 

Our plan of public education, fo far as it extends, 1s 
really excellent ; yet being neceffarily limited, it leaves 
to domeftic inftructors the tafk of expanding and en- 
larging that capacity, which it has only partially unfold- 
ed. A little more attention and induftry, would level 
to the capacity of youth, the rugged elements of much 
ufeful knowledge. I had an opportunity to fee a charm- 
ing exemplification of this idea, while on a fhort vifit 
to my friend Onflow, who had retired from Town to 
the pleafanteft part of Effex. I fhall omit feveral fingu- 
Jar occurrences in my vifit, and pafs to one which par- 
ticularly engaged my attention. In the morning I had 
no opportunity of converfing with the younger part of 
the family, as they were all afliduous in difcharging their 
feveral parts of domeftic economy. When dinner was 
over, the girls again retired, and on my exprefling re- 
gret at being deprived of their company, their mother re- 
plied, that I fhould fee them at their amufements, which 
would probably be as agreeable as having them feated 
formally at the table ; that fhe knew her friends would 
think it no breach of the rules of politenefs, to de- 
cline deviating from her eftablifhed principle of leaving 
her girls to the unreftricted exercife of their own fancy 
in the afternoon. I am not a little furprifed madam, 
“‘ faid |” that a lady of your difcernment fhould difmifs 
your daughters from your care one half of the day at 
leaft? “ True fir, I difmifs them from my fuperin- 
tendence, while 1 know all their occupations and amufe- 
ments.” Is it poflible that you can know the occu- 
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pations ahd amufements of three young mifles, when 
they are left to their own inclinations? « Nothing 
more eafy fir, when we know what myf be their incli- 
nations.” You puzzle me ftill more, for can any one 
undertake to determine what will be the inclination of 
another ? « Moft furely, when we know their prepond- 
erating attachments. Are we not all children of habit, 
and are not our inclinations always tending to thofe 
things from which we are accuftomed to derive moft 
pleafure ?” At this moment the eldeft daughter enter- 
ed the room with a bafket of flowers in her hand, chat- 
ted a few moments with us, and removed to a fide ta- 
ble, where fhe emptied her bafket, began to pick and 
fort her flowers, fmoothed the leaves, and preffed them 
between the covers of a folio. The other two girls 
foon made their appearance equally furnifhed with fome 
rural embellifhment. After chatting an hour with the 
whole group, my friend invited me to walk into the 
garden, and there Mr, Editor, was afcene as beautiful 
as it was new. The entire garden plot contained about 
one acre, furrounded, like that of Aleince’s with a 
<¢ green enclofure ;” and though it wanted the advan- 
tage of “living ftreams and gentle declivities,” it poflef- 
fed a beautiful level, which was divided into regular 
compartments, for (my friend obferved) “that he 
thought, the regularity and neatnefs of ftraight lines, 
had a better effect, both as to pleafure and utility in 
fmall plots, than the zigzag curvatures of modern art- 
ifts.” ‘The quarter near the houfe was divided into 
three diftinct fquares, differing in fize. In the fmalleft, 
was a great variety of flowering fhrubs promifcuoufly 
growing. In the next, greater regularity prevailed, 
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thofe of fimilar height, and flowers being arranged ac- 
cording to their fpecies, and on the third and largeft 
fquare they were difpofed in a very fingular and pictur- 
efque manner, without regard to fize or hue, but folely 
to uniformity of charatteriftic. The whole difplayed 
one of thofe delightful {cenes, on which the foul re- 
pofes with a calm and fettled fatisfaétion, till “the frol- 
lic wind” giving life and motion, wakes us from our 
revery, to behold the animated affembly, gaily waving 
their heads to and fro, toffing their arms from fide to 
fide, and throwing far and wide their ‘“ odoriferous 
{weets,” 

‘«¢ While from their breathing foul, the fweets repair 
To {cent the fkies and purge th’ unwholefome air, 

Joy {preads the heart, and with a general fong 
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Spring iffues out, and leads the jolly months along.” 
\ [Lo be continued.| - ‘DRYDEN. 





Mr. Epiror, 

Every member of fociety, who attempts to improve 

the mind, or manners of the rifing generation, fhould 

be valued for the defign, however he may fail in the 

execution. With this laudable intent, was the ‘Toilet 

= undertaken, .and if an obfcure individual will be allow- 

ed an opinion, I may venture to fay, I think much good 

inftruction may be conveyed to the youthful reader, by 

a publication of this kind. Many of both fexes, who 

: would fly the idea of taking up a volume of moral ad- 

vice, may take up a pamphlet like this, to feek for 

amufement, and before they are aware of it, may be 
cheated into a little wifdom. 

I am a woman paft the meridian of life, and I have 

a very arduous tafk to perform in educating and bring- 
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ing up three lively girls, daughters to my hufband, for 
be it known unto you, I had counted thirty five fum- 
mers, and was entering the pale of old maidifm, when. 
this offer was made. My fpoufe is a plain well mean- 
ing man, he has a tolerable fortune, and is daily in- 
creafing it by induftry and economy : he has five chil- 
dren, the two eldeft are boys. With thefe I have little 
or no concern, as one is at {chool, and the other in 2 
merchant’s counting houfe. But the girls, fir, the poor 
girls, honeftly I do believe, it was compaffion for them, 
prompted me to become the wife of their father. ‘The 
eldeft, was at the time of my marriage fourteen, and the 
youngeft ten. Their names, placing them according 
to feniority Eliza, Maria, and Lucy. “ My children,” 
faid Mr. Hanfon, a few days before we were married, 
** my children, I hope, will be no great trouble to you, 
Eliza is well grown, fhe will, I truft, foon be a compan- 
ion for you, and take much care off your mind, by af- 
fifting in domeftic affairs. Maria isa little bafhful and 
awkward, {fhe is backward too, in her learning. But 
Lucy, my fweet little Lucy, I know you will foon be 
fond of her : poor things, they loft their mother be- 
tore fhe had an opportunity of forming their minds or 
manners, but you will fupply her place.” ’'To the 
utmott of my power,” faid I, and my heart filled at the 
idea of the irreparable lofs a young female fuftains 
when fhe lofes her mother! From a little more con- 
verfation on the fubjeét, I perceived, that Eliza and 
Lucy were greater favorites with their father than Ma- 
ria, and { determined to attone for the deficiency, by 
the tendereft attention to her when I became her 
mother inlaw. ‘That faid term mother in law, Mr. Ed- 
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Pe) 
itor, has a very harfh and grating found. I proteft to 
you when I entered the lift as one of the number, I was 
{o impreffed with a fenfe of the important duties of my 
ftation, duties which I had voluntarily taken upon 
myfelf, that I offered up a fervent prayer that I might 
be enabled to perform them with honor to myfelf, 
and comfort and advantage to the children. Well fir, 
I became miftrefs of Mr. Hanfon’s family. The girls 
were mightily pleafed with the word mamma, and it 
was gratifying to me to fee them inclined to love me. 
“« Mamma” faid Eliza, a day or two after the buftle of 
vifiting and attending on wedding was over, and we 
were comfortably fettled, «* mamma, now all your vifit- 
ors have been, when {hall I have a party?” A party, 
child! what do you mean ? (for I forgot to tell you, fir, 
I was brought up in the country ; and did not compre- 

hend the metropolitan meaning of the word.) Eliza 

ftared, ‘‘ why la, mamma ! faid fhe, with a kind of pert, 
knowing look, which I think very difgufting in young 

perfons ; “la,mamma, you are joking, you know I 
mean to have a great many young ladies, to give them 
tea, coffee, and cake and wine, and nuts, almonds, 
and raifins, and allthe good things in the world; and 

may be papa would let us have a man to play on the 

fiddle, that we may dance, if you were to afk him; and 

{ hope you will let me invite fifty young ladies ; and 

wont you afk papa to let us have a fiddle ? “Indeed 

child,” faid I, ferioufly, « I fhall do neither; you may 
have a few young ladies to drink tea with you when- 
ever you pleafe, but as to fifty, that is a number entire- 
ly out of the queftion ; and I muft beg you will put 
nuts and wine and raifins, with the long lift of enume- 
rated &cs. entirely out of your mind. Why my dear, 
have you any idea what it would coft ? 
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But I perceive, Mr. Editor, Ihave already writ- 
ten a long «letter; if you fhould think this worthy 
to appear in your weekly mifcellany, and that your 
readers will be benefitted or amufed by a further ac- 
count of my daughters in law, during four years that 
I have had the care of them, I may, perhaps, again re- 
fume my pen. In the mean time, fir, I hope that the 
wit and genius of both fexes will be exerted to affift 
you in your undertaking. Iam a very poor fcribe, but 
I have a multitude of ideas on the fubject, and often 
wifhT could convey them in any decent drefs to the 
public eye. But you know fir, female education, in 
this country, has till very lately been much negletted, 
and this muft plead my excufe, if I do not write in an 
elegant and flowery ftyle. Iam a plain woman, and 
love plain language, and plain manners, when they are 


conformable to the rules of good breeding. 
EXPERIENCE HANSON. 
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Loox lovely maid on yonder flower, 

And fee that bufy fly, 

Made for th’ enjoyment of an hour, 

And only born to die. Dwicat. 

Ir the inftinét of an infect roufes to indufirious managemcnt, 
ought not the facetious difcernment of the fprightly belle, to urge 
every faculty to the blufhing banquet of innocence, left the bower 
mourn beneath the frowns of a clouded atmofphere ! Serenity fhould 
erafe from modefty’s brow the wrinkle which exultingly ravages 
among the ornaments of nature, after the unguarded moments of 
irregular paftime. 

The conftant minute hand fhows the neceflity of its fpeed, in 
darting its wonted round, before its more deliberate companion 
announces an untried zra. ‘Thus the fitnefs of things, and of 
{pceeh, the proper arrangement of decorations and affairs become 
material ingredients in the compofition of wifdom ; and when com- 
pared with the mighty wheels which roll the events of ftates and na- 
tions, they compofe that confummate philofophy which dazzles the 


wolrd, and are the colors of the bow reflected from Retrcion’s 
SUN. 

















